
Complaint to the U.S. Office of Special Counsel (OSC) 

Recipient: 
U.S. Office of Special Counsel 
Complaint Filing Portal: https://osc.gov/services/pages/ppp.aspx 

 

Subject: Abuse of Authority Complaint – NTSB Judge Alisa Tapia 

To the U.S. Office of Special Counsel: 

I wish to report a potential abuse of authority and violation of law by NTSB Administrative Law 
Judge Alisa Tapia in her handling of Petition of Martin Barnard, Docket No. SM-30710 (April 
2025). 

Judge Tapia’s ruling: 

• Failed to apply Loper Bright v. Raimondo (2024), granting unlawful deference to the 
FAA’s discretionary “satisfactory recovery” standard. 

• Effectively rewrote 14 C.F.R. Part 67 by denying reinstatement despite evidence of more 
than two years of sustained abstinence and compliance. 

• Ignored uncontroverted evidence and expert testimony that should have met the 
petitioner’s burden under a preponderance standard. 

This decision has the effect of unlawfully depriving qualified pilots of their medical certification, 
causing financial harm, chilling self-disclosure, and undermining aviation safety. 

I respectfully request that OSC investigate this matter as an abuse of authority, review whether 
Judge Tapia’s actions violated applicable law and due process rights, and take corrective or 
disciplinary action as appropriate. 

Sincerely, 
[Your Name & Contact Information] 
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