
Letter to Congressional Oversight Committees 

Recipients: 

• Chair & Ranking Member, House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee 

• Chair & Ranking Member, Senate Commerce, Science, & Transportation Committee 

 

Subject: Request for Oversight Hearing – NTSB ALJ Conduct & FAA Medical Certification 

Dear [Chair/Ranking Member], 

I am writing to urge your committee to hold an oversight hearing into the FAA’s medical 
certification process and the NTSB’s adjudication of appeals under 49 U.S.C. § 44703. 

The recent decision in Petition of Martin Barnard (SM-30710) highlights systemic problems: 

• Unlimited FAA Discretion: Despite four years of abstinence and over 50 clean tests, Mr. 
Barnard was denied an unrestricted certificate on the vague basis that his recovery was 
not “satisfactory.” 

• Judicial Rubber-Stamping: NTSB Judge Alisa Tapia ignored Supreme Court precedent 
(Loper Bright v. Raimondo) and effectively ceded independent review to the FAA. 

• Harm to Safety: This sends a message to airmen that compliance does not lead to 
reinstatement, discouraging voluntary reporting and participation in treatment programs. 

Congress should require: 

• Objective, evidence-based reinstatement criteria (e.g., two years verified abstinence must 
equal reinstatement). 

• Mandatory consideration of due process and Supreme Court precedent by NTSB ALJs. 

• Oversight of FAA and NTSB practices that perpetuate indefinite monitoring and career 
destruction despite full recovery. 

The aviation community deserves transparency, fairness, and a medical system that promotes — 
not punishes — rehabilitation. 

Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter. 

Sincerely, 
[Your Name] 
[City, State] 
[Your Email & Phone] 

 


