-4 Spotlight on FAA Admissions: Why Reform Is Urgent
& What FAA Officials and Their Own Physician Admitted Under Oath

Below are verbatim excerpts from depositions and testimony of FAA regulatory physicians—
including Dr. Matthew Dumstorf—highlighting why thousands of pilots, air traffic controllers,
and aviation professionals are demanding reform.

@ 1. Lack of Qualifications

“I don’t hold board certification in psychiatry or addiction medicine.”
—Dr. Matthew Dumstorf, FAA Regulatory Physician
(Deposition, March 4, 2024)

“I’m not a treating physician. I don’t examine the applicants.”
—Dr. Dumstorf

“I wouldn’t call myself an addiction specialist.”
—Dr. Dumstorf

2. No Consistent Standards

“There isn’t a set protocol that dictates exactly when a special issuance must be
terminated.”
—Dr. Dumstorf

“I can’t say there is a universally applied standard. Different physicians may view similar
facts differently.”
—Dr. Dumstorf

“There is no defined point where someone’s recovery is considered complete.”
—Dr. Dumstorf

@ 3. Reliance on Subjective Impressions

“We take into account things like honesty, openness, attitude, and whether they seem
invested in recovery.”
—Dr. Dumstorf

“We don’t follow a strict checklist. It’s more holistic.”
—Dr. Dumstorf



@ 4. Disregard for Independent Medical Experts

“I’m not qualified to overrule a treating psychiatrist’s diagnosis as a clinician, but I am
authorized to do so under FAA policy.”
—Dr. Dumstorf

@ 5. Reduction of Pilots to One Lab Number
From the Shiller NTSB Hearing:

“No matter how much medical evidence she provided, the only thing that mattered was one
note.”
—Petitioner Counsel

“She had multiple evaluations by HIMS psychiatrists and AMEs who found no substance
dependence, but the FAA physicians concluded otherwise without any direct evaluation.”
—Petitioner Counsel

7 What This Means
e FAA physicians with no addiction credentials are overruling licensed psychiatrists.
e Decisions are made on subjective “attitude” factors, not science.
e There are no clear rules or off-ramps for stable recovery.

e Professionals are monitored indefinitely or grounded based on impressions.

This is why the Pilots for HIMS Reform Act of 2025 demands:
e Independent review boards.
o Evidence-based time limits.
o Transparent criteria.

e Oversight of FAA regulatory physicians.

Learn more at:

www.PilotsForHIMSReform.com



https://www.pilotsforhimsreform.com/

