To: Dr. David O'Brien

CC: Dr. Susan Northrup

From: Pilots for HIMS Reform p4hr@pilotsforhimsreform.com

Subject: Renewed Request for Removal of Dr. Matthew Dumstorf Based on NTSB
Testimony and Confirmed Violations

Dear Dr. O'Brien,

On behalf of our coalition of airline pilots, air traffic controllers, aviation medical
professionals, and impacted families, we are renewing our formal call for the removal of
Dr. Matthew Dumstorf from all positions of authority within the FAA's Aeromedical
Certification Division.

This is no longer a matter of speculation. Dr. Dumstorf's public testimony before the
National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) on June 25, 2025, confirmed numerous
statements and practices that deeply undermine the FAA's credibility, legal standing,
and moral obligation to the aviation community.

1. Confirmed Use of Non-Diagnostic Labels

In sworn testimony, Dr. Dumstorf admitted that the FAA routinely labels pilots with
Substance Use Disorders (SUDs) for policy purposes—even in cases without a formal
medical diagnosis. When questioned, he acknowledged that “the diagnosis might not be
made,” but that the FAA proceeds with restrictions and Special Issuance protocols
anyway, based on subjective interpretation of the event.

This practice not only lacks clinical basis—it contradicts the DSM-5, established
addiction medicine standards, and undermines due process rights protected under
Goldberg v. Kelly.

2. "Gut Feeling” and the Absence of Structured Criteria

When asked how determinations are made, Dr. Dumstorf acknowledged that no
structured rubric exists to guide certification outcomes. Instead, he explained that
decisions are based on his "gut” and a range of “subjective” factors that vary case by
case.



We ask plainly: how can the FAA justify removing a pilot’s ability to work based on non-
diagnostic impressions and unstructured feelings?

3. A Pattern of Documented Harm

Our coalition continues to collect credible, dated, and fully documented cases of pilots
who were:

o Deemed ineligible despite full SI compliance and years of abstinence;
o Denied certification without a formal SUD diagnosis from any treating provider;
« Retaliated against after advocating for transparency or exercising rights.

This is not anecdotal. It is systemic. It is ongoing. And it is led, in part, by Dr. Dumstorf's
unchecked authority.

4. Lack of Credentials Now Confirmed
In testimony and accompanying records, it is now confirmed that Dr. Dumstorf:
e Holds no board certification in addiction medicine or psychiatry;
e Has not treated patients in decades;
« Makes routine decisions affecting thousands of airmen without clinical oversight.

Our recently published article expands on this issue:
Weaponized Credentials: When the FAA's Own Ethics Are in Free Fall

Our Renewed Demand
We are calling for immediate action:
1. Remove Dr. Matthew Dumstorf from any role in airman medical certification;

2. Launch an independent investigation into his decisions, conduct, and
qualifications;

3. Review past cases where airmen were labeled or penalized without diagnosis;

4. Establish objective standards and external oversight for all future determinations.


https://pilotsforhimsreform.com/index.html?page=faamedical-ethics-goldberg-rule.html

This is not a personal vendetta. It is a professional, ethical, and legal necessity.

We urge the FAA to act before further harm is done to careers, reputations, and lives.
Our movement is growing, and this issue will not go away. The credibility of the FAA's
medical program depends on restoring accountability now.

Sincerely,
Pilots for HIMS Reform



