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Subject: Abuse of Authority Complaint – NTSB Judge Alisa Tapia 
 

To the U.S. Office of Special Counsel: 

Pilots for HIMS Reform (P4HR) submits this complaint to report potential abuse of 
authority and violation of law by NTSB Administrative Law Judge Alisa Tapia in Petition 
of Martin Barnard (Docket No. SM-30710). 

Judge Tapia’s decision raises systemic concerns: 

Unlawful Deference: She refused to apply Loper Bright v. Raimondo (2024), thereby 
granting unchecked discretion to the FAA contrary to the Administrative Procedure Act. 

Regulatory Overreach: She effectively rewrote Part 67 by denying reinstatement despite 
more than two years of sustained abstinence and perfect compliance — meeting the FAA’s 
own criteria. 

Disregard for Evidence: She dismissed uncontroverted expert testimony and failed to credit 
objective evidence of recovery, leaving no clear path for pilots to regain their certificates. 

This ruling harms public safety by discouraging early self-disclosure and voluntary 
participation in treatment programs. It has caused financial and reputational damage to the 
petitioner and sets a precedent that recovery is never “good enough.” 

P4HR urges OSC to investigate this matter as an abuse of authority and to take appropriate 
corrective or disciplinary action. The aviation community deserves a fair and lawful 
adjudication process, not one that enables unchecked bureaucratic power. 

Respectfully, 

Pilots for HIMS Reform (P4HR) 
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