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Subject: Oversight Hearing Request – NTSB ALJ Conduct & FAA Medical Certification 

 

Dear Chair and Ranking Member, 

Pilots for HIMS Reform (P4HR) respectfully requests that your committees hold oversight 
hearings into the FAA’s medical certification process and the NTSB’s adjudication of airman 
medical appeals under 49 U.S.C. § 44703. 

The recent ruling in Petition of Martin Barnard (SM-30710) highlights systemic problems 
that require congressional attention: 

• Unlimited FAA Discretion: Despite four years of abstinence and over 50 clean tests, Mr. 
Barnard was denied an unrestricted medical certificate on the vague and subjective basis 
that his recovery was not “satisfactory.” 

• Judicial Rubber-Stamping: NTSB ALJ Alisa Tapia ignored Loper Bright v. Raimondo 
and effectively ceded independent review to the FAA, stripping petitioners of meaningful 
due process. 

• Safety Impact: This outcome discourages self-disclosure and undermines public safety 
by creating a system where compliance has no endpoint. 

Congress should act to: 

• Codify objective reinstatement criteria (e.g., two years verified abstinence must equal 
reinstatement). 

• Require ALJ adherence to Supreme Court precedent and de novo review standards. 

• Mandate transparency and independent oversight of FAA medical decision-making. 

P4HR stands ready to provide data, pilot testimonies, and expert witnesses to assist your 
committees in this effort. The aviation community deserves a fair, evidence-based system 
that promotes recovery and protects careers without compromising safety. 

Sincerely, 

Pilots for HIMS Reform (P4HR) 
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