
Step-by-Step Guide: How to Appeal an FAA Medical Denial to the NTSB

If your application for an FAA airman medical certificate is denied, you have the right to appeal that

decision to the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) under 49 U.S.C. § 44703. The process

is administrative in nature and is handled by the NTSB's Office of Administrative Law Judges (ALJ).

This guide explains how to file and what to expect throughout the appeal process.

Step 1: File a Notice of Appeal

Deadline: You must file your Notice of Appeal within 60 calendar days of the FAA's denial letter.

What to include:

- Your full name and contact information

- A reference to the FAA denial (e.g., date and file number)

- A statement that you are appealing the FAA's decision

- Your signature and the date

How to file:

1. By Mail:

   National Transportation Safety Board

   Office of Administrative Law Judges

   490 L'Enfant Plaza East, SW

   Washington, D.C. 20594

2. Via Secure Web Portal:

   Upload at https://secure.alj.ntsb.gov

3. By Email:



   Send to: aljappeals@ntsb.gov

Step 2: Receive Docket Number & Judge Assignment

After submitting your Notice, the NTSB will assign your case a docket number and appoint an

Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) to oversee it.

Step 3: Attend the Status Conference

A status conference will be scheduled to outline the next steps, deadlines, and hearing

expectations. This is usually held virtually.

Step 4: Submit Your Initial Statement of Appeal

Though optional, this document allows you to outline the reasons you are appealing the FAA's

decision. You may amend or supplement this later.

Step 5: Discovery and Evidence Exchange

Both parties are entitled to discovery. You may request FAA internal records, expert opinions, and

notes relied upon in the denial. You will also receive the FAA's evidence.

Step 6: Attend the Evidentiary Hearing

You will testify and may call witnesses to support your appeal. The FAA must prove its case by a

preponderance of the evidence. You may cross-examine FAA medical experts.

Step 7: Receive the Judge's Decision

The judge will issue a written decision after the hearing. This document will be mailed or emailed to

you directly.

Step 8: Further Appeals

If necessary, you may appeal the ALJ's decision to the full NTSB Board, and then to the U.S. Court

of Appeals.



Final Notes

You are fully entitled to represent yourself pro se throughout this process - and many pilots have

done so successfully. A well-prepared, honest, and evidence-based appeal can absolutely stand on

its own.

For many, representing themselves is not only more cost-effective - it can also be a powerful way to

advocate directly for their truth.

That said, this process is both legally and medically technical. You should be prepared to:

- Review past NTSB medical rulings

- Stay organized with deadlines and documentation

- Request discovery from the FAA

- Speak clearly and respectfully before an Administrative Law Judge

If you begin to feel overwhelmed or unsure about specific legal or procedural aspects, you may also

seek help from an attorney who specializes in FAA medical cases. Many pilots choose to do so -

even partway through the process - and it can be a wise step in complex or high-stakes cases.

Pilot support groups, advocacy organizations, and others who have gone through the process are

often willing to help review or guide you informally as well.

For official filing resources and guidance, visit: https://www.ntsb.gov/legal/alj

*This document is provided for educational purposes only and does not constitute legal or medical advice.*


